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(54) (Integrated motor and diagnostic apparatus and method of operating same 

(57) A method and apparatus for real-time electric 
motor diagnostics and condition monitoring. While the 
motor is energized, dynamic operating parameters are 
determined and a notification signal is generated if pre- 
determined criterion are satisfied. The diagnostic appa- 
ratus is integrated with the motor and includes a set of 
sensors, a processing unit, a memory and an output 
interface for communicating alarms, warnings and cal- 
culated operating parameter values or the like to a dis- 
play device and to an external supervisor having 
wireless paging capability to alert a remote operator or 
maintenance personnel. In a normal operating mode, 
the processing unit calculates a general class of derived 
motor operating parameters such as over-temperature, 
over-voltage, over-current, excessive vibration, and 
phase imbalance. When an abnormal condition is 
observed, the processing unit modifies certain data 
acquisition parameters as necessary to effect an alter- 
native data acquisition strategy which would more likely 
lead to data dispositive of the condition of the motor. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of Invention 

The present invention relates to diagnostic appara- 
tus and techniques for diagnosing and predicting failure 
in industrial machinery and, more particularly, to meth- 
ods and apparatus for diagnosing the condition of rotat- 
ing electrical and other machinery such as motors, 
generators, and gears wherein the diagnostics are inte- 
grated within the motor, generator, gear or other device. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

A number of motor diagnostic methods and appara- 
tus have been proposed in both the laboratory setting 
and elsewhere. U.S. Patent No. 5,488,281 to Unsworth, 
et al. teaches a method and apparatus for predicting 
motor winding failure using zero crossing times. In that 
system, a motor controller is utilized which provides sta- 
tor winding currents at a frequency of X cycles per sec- 
ond whereby the zero crossing times may be controlled 
and observed. In order to detect the zero crossing times 
and thus predict motor failure, the control system of the 
Unsworth, et al. apparatus alters the RMS supply line 
current by controlling the period of a notch introduced 
into the supply voltage each time the associated line 
current becomes zero. Thus, during the duration of the 
notch, a thyristor pair disposed in series with the motor 
lead wires operate as an open circuit. In that manner, 
instead of observing the sinusoidal supply voltage at the 
motor terminals, an internally generated motor back 
EMF voltage may be observed by the controller. Thus, 
in the Unsworth, et al. system, active motor control must 
be interrupted in order to detect and predict motor wind- 
ing failures. Further, while the active motor control is 
interrupted, additional active inputs or signals must be 
introduced into the motor control circuit in order to 
induce the creation of observable motor parameters 
necessary to predict or conclude motor winding failures. 

Another method and apparatus for determining the 
mechanical performance of polyphase electric motor 
systems is described in U.S. Patent No. 5,521,482 to 
Lang et al. There, a fairly complicated apparatus is con- 
nected to the power lead wires connecting the motor to 
a power source. A plurality of signal conditioners are 
provided in order to generate signal levels suitable for 
use by a set of analog digital converters whereby the 
conditioned analog signals are converted to a digital 
representation thereof. A multiplexer is interposed 
between a central computer and the set of analog to 
digital converters thereby relieving the computer of the 
task of simultaneously reading each of the digital sig- 
nals as they are generated in parallel. The computer is 
in turn connected to a communications port, a key- 
board, a memory, a display unit and a printer. Although 



the above system may provide a method and apparatus 
for determining the electrical and mechanical perform- 
ance parameters of a polyphase electric motor system 
in a laboratory or the like, it is not well suited for real time 
5 diagnosis of a motor operating in an industrial applica- 
tion. 

The present invention overcomes many of the prob- 
lems of the present conventional monitoring apparatus 
and techniques by providing a method and apparatus 

10 well suited for diagnosing motor conditions in the field 
while the motor is in use in production or the like. The 
present apparatus provides an integrated motor and 
motor diagnostic tool capable of passive observation of 
the operating parameters in an unobtrusive manner and 

15 thus without interference to the process to which the 
motor is connected. Further, the present invention pro- 
vides the capability of alerting an operator of various 
motor fault conditions as they occur and, in addition, to 
alerting the operator of less serious cautions regarding 

20 the operation of the motor as well. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Briefly stated, the present invention includes a diag- 

25 nostic method and apparatus ideally suited for use with 
an electric motor of the type having a rotor, a stator, at 
least one bearing supporting the rotor, and a plurality of 
motor lead wires carrying electric current to the motor. 
Other applications are contemplated as well including 

30 electric generators, gear boxes, and in systems includ- 
ing "embedded motors" such as in consumer appli- 
ances or the like. The diagnostic apparatus according to 
the present invention includes at least one sensor in the 
motor for measuring a first physical condition of the 

35 motor and generating a first physical condition signal 
based on the measured first physical condition. A 
processing unit in the diagnostic apparatus is con- 
nected to the at least one sensor for determining the 
first operating condition of the motor based on the first 

40 physical condition signal. The processing unit gener- 
ates an abnormal motor operation signal when the 
determined first operating condition is in a predeter- 
mined range. Further within the diagnostic apparatus, a 
signal communicating unit is responsive to the abnor- 

45 mal motor operation signal from the processing unit and 
communicates a motor diagnostic signal from the diag- 
nostic apparatus to another device, a human, or any 
other supervisory control via a display unit or by wire- 
less alphanumeric paging techniques. 

50 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention may take physical form in certain 
parts and arrangements of parts, preferred embodi- 
55 ments of which will be described in detail in this specifi- 
cation and illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
which form a part hereof and wherein: 
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FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the integrated 
motor and diagnostic apparatus according to the 
preferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a functional schematic diagram of the 
motor and integrated diagnostic apparatus illus- 
trated in FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 3 is a schematic diagram of the integrated 
motor and diagnostic apparatus illustrated in FIG- 
URE 2; 

FIGURE 4 is a diagram showing the respective 
intelligent tasks performed by the components 
comprising the motor and diagnostic apparatus 
system illustrated in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 5 is a flow chart illustrating a first control 
and diagnostic function executed by the motor of 
the system illustrated in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a flow chart illustrating a second con- 
trol and diagnostic function executed by the motor 
of the system illustrated in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 7 is a flow chart illustrating a first control 
and diagnostic task executed by the supervisory 
computer of the system illustrated in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 8 illustrates the motor condition and diag- 
nosis parameter data exchanged between the 
motor and integrated diagnostic apparatus illus- 
trated in FIGS. 2 and 3 and the supervisory compu- 
ter and alphanumeric paging system shown in 
FIGURE 1; and, 

FIGURE 9 illustrates the present invention used in 
an application for monitoring the operating perform- 
ance of driven equipment downstream of the motor. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention will be described in the con- 
text of the exemplary integrated motor and diagnostic 
system 10 shown in FIGURE 1. The integrated motor 
and diagnostic system 10 generally includes a motor 
and diagnostic unit 12, a supervisory computer 14, a 
central paging system 16, and a remote operator pager 
18. The motor and diagnostic unit 12 is preferably con- 
nected to the supervisory computer 14 through a com- 
munication link 20. Similarly, the supervisory computer 
1 4 is connected to the central paging system 1 6 through 
a commercial communication link 22. The central pag- 
ing system 1 6 generally includes a local switchboard 24 
and a remote broadcast tower 26 for generating an RF 
communication link signal 28 for delivery of alphanu- 
meric messages or other signals or information from the 
supervisory computer 14 through the commercial com- 
munication link 22 and in turn to the remote operator 
pager 1 8. In that manner, an operator may be alerted to 
the condition of the motor and diagnostic unit 12 from a 
remote location. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 1, the motor 
and diagnostic unit includes an electric motor 30 having 
an output shaft 32 connected to a load 34. The electric 



motor 30 receives power from a remote power source 
(not shown) through a set of power lead wires 36. In 
addition, the motor and diagnostic unit 12 includes a 
diagnostic apparatus 40 integrated into the electric 

5 motor 30. The diagnostic apparatus 40 provides an 
operator with a display device 42 for visually displaying 
various operating conditions of the motor 30. Further, 
the diagnostic apparatus 40 includes a set of discrete 
motor condition display indicia including a fault indicia 

w 44, a caution indicia 46 and a normal operation indicia 
48. Lastly, in order to communicate with the supervisory 
computer, the motor and diagnostic unit 12 includes a 
communication port 50 for interfacing the diagnostic 
apparatus 40 with the supervisory computer 14 via the 

75 communication link 20. The link 20 preferably adheres 
to the RS232C standard for communicating command 
and parameter information. 

FIGURE 2 shows a function block schematic repre- 
sentation of the system illustrated in FIGURE 1 includ- 

20 ing the motor and diagnostic unit 12 connected to the 
load 34 through the output shaft 32 comprising the elec- 
tric motor 30. As illustrated, the diagnostic apparatus 40 
is connected to the supervisory computer 1 4 via a com- 
munication link 20 through the communication port 50 

25 provided in the diagnostic apparatus 40. The supervi- 
sory computer 14 is connected to the central paging 
system 16 through a commercial communication link 
22. Preferably, the supervisory computer 14 includes an 
internal modem whereby communication with the cen- 

30 tral paging system 16 is via standard commercial tele- 
phone system using standard dial-up techniques. 
Lastly, the alphanumeric pager 18 is illustrated. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 2, the diag- 
nostic apparatus 40 includes a plurality of functional 

35 subsystems including a signal communicating unit 54 
having a pair of subsystems namely, the communication 
port 50 described above and, in addition, a man 
machine interface 52, commonly referred to in the art as 
an "MMr. The communication port 50 and the man 

40 machine interlace 52 collectively form the signal com- 
municating unit 54. A processor unit 56 executes vari- 
ous diagnostic algorithms stored in an algorithm 
memory 60 and performs various diagnostic calcula- 
tions utilizing a data memory 54. An interface to the 

45 motor power lead wires 36 is provided by a motor power 
connection interface 62. In addition, an interface is pro- 
vided to a plurality of embedded sensors which would 
be described below through an embedded sensor inter- 
face 64. Lastly, power is provided to the processor unit 

so and to other components forming the diagnostic appa- 
ratus 40 from a control and sensor power unit 66. 

FIGURE 3 is a schematic representation of the 
motor and diagnostic unit 12 shown in its preferred 
application wherein the diagnostic apparatus 40 is inte- 

55 grated within a three phase induction motor 30. The 
induction motor illustrated includes a load bearing 70 on 
a front end thereof and a fen bearing 72 on the back end 
thereof. The output shaft 32 connects the load 34 to the 
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motor 30. Similarly, the other end of the output shaft 
connects a fan 74 to the motor 30. The fan bearing 72 is 
on the same end of the motor as is the fan 74. Corre- 
spondingly, the load bearing 70 is on the same end of 
the motor as is the load 34. Also illustrated in FIGURE 3 
is a cut away sectional view of the motor exposing a sta- 
tor tooth 76 of the induction motor having an air gap flux 
sensor 80 connected thereto for purposes described in 
greater detail immediately below. 

The air gap flux sensor 80 is connected to the proc- 
essor unit 56 via an analog to digital converter 78. The 
analog to digital converter converts the analog signals 
generated by the plurality of sensors including the air 
gap flux sensor 80 into a digital value for ready use by 
the processor unit 56. Other analog sensors connected 
to the processor unit 56 via the analog to digital con- 
verter 78 include a fan bearing temperature sensor 82, 
a stator temperature sensor 84, a load bearing temper- 
ature sensor 86, a set of motor current sensors 88, a set 
of motor voltage sensors 90, and a vibration sensor 92. 
The fan bearing temperature sensor 82, the stator tem- 
perature sensor 84, and the load bearing temperature 
sensor 86 are each preferably bi-metallic thermocouple- 
type sensors for generating an analog voltage propor- 
tional to the temperature at the thermocouple lead. 

Each of the temperature sensors are preferably 
embedded into the target apparatus such as by drilling 
a hole into the stator core for providing a space to lodge 
the stator temperature sensor 84. After the stator tem- 
perature sensor 84 is lodged into the hole provided 
therefore in the stator, a suitable epoxy material is dis- 
posed into the hole to fill the void providing a good 
mechanical and thermal connection between the stator 
temperature sensor 84 and the stator core into which 
the sensor is embedded. Similarly, each of the bearing 
temperature sensors 82, 86 are preferably embedded 
into their respective bearing components. Alternatively, 
the temperature sensors may be mounted into the 
motor end brackets near the bearing components. As 
illustrated in the figure, the thermocouple temperature 
sensors 82, 84, 86 are connected to the analog to digital 
converter 78 through the filter devices 94, 96, 98. Each 
of the filters 94, 96, 98 provide a buffer to smooth any 
transience that mighf be experienced by the thermocou- 
ple temperature sensors. Preferably, the buffer proves 
an RC time constant large enough to mask high fre- 
quency noise on the thermocouple inputs. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 3, the analog 
to digital converter 78 includes a set of motor current 
sensors 88 and a set of motor voltage sensors 90. Each 
of these sets of sensors are connected directly to the 
power lead wires 36 connecting the electric motor 30 to 
a source of power. Preferably, the motor current sensors 
88 are arranged as current transformers on each power 
line to generate a voltage proportional to the current 
flowing through the respective power lead wire. Further, 
each of the motor voltage sensors 90 preferably 
includes a voltage division circuit such as a resistor 



bridge circuit for providing an analog voltage signal to 
the analog to digital converter 72 which is within the 
operating range of the converter. Preferably, the voltage 
conditioned by the divider circuit remains proportional to 

5 the incoming power voltage on the power lead wires 36. 
The air gap flux sensor 80 is illustrated as being 
wrapped around a stator tooth 76 of the stator of the 
electric motor 30. The air gap flux sensor 80 provides a 
voltage proportional to the flux experienced at the stator 

10 tooth. One or more stator teeth may be selected to pro- 
vide inputs along the axial length of the stator of the 
motor or circumferentially around the stator, or both. In 
some applications, it may be desirable to arrange multi- 
ple flux sensors or, alternatively, to monitor only the 

15 peak inputs from the multiple sensors. 

Lastly, a vibration sensor 92 is mechanically con- 
nected to the casing of the motor 30 to provide a voltage 
signal proportional to the amount of vibration experi- 
enced by the motor>As illustrated, the vibration sensor 

20 92 is connected to the motor casings at a central loca- 
tion. However, one or more vibration sensors may be 
disposed about the various internal and/or external sur- 
faces of the motor to provide one or more vibration sig- 
nals. The analog signals from the vibration sensors are 

25 converted to digital signals by the A/D mechanism 78 for 
use by the processor unit 56. 

With yet continued reference to FIGURE 3. the 
processor unit 56 executes various diagnostic algo- 
rithms from programs stored in an algorithm memory 

30 60. Further, the processor unit 56 utilizes a data mem- 
ory 58 to perform various calculations and to store vari- 
ables. A universal asynchronous receiver and 
transmitter 100, commonly referred to in the art as 
"UART, is connected to the communication port 50 

35 described above. In addition, the signal communicating 
unit 54 includes a keypad and display driver unit 102 
and LED driver unit 104. The keypad/display driver unit 
102 provides suitable signal conditioning a logical inter- 
face between the processor unit 56 and the display unit 

40 42. Preferably, the display device 42 is a back lit liquid 
crystal display having a 2x24 character display. Similar 
to the above, the LED driver unit 104 provides a suitable 
logical interface and signal conditioning and the proces- 
sor unit 56 and the set of display indicia on the diagnos- 
es tic apparatus 40 including the fault indicia LED 44, the 
caution indicia LED 46, and the normal operation indicia 
LED 48. 

With reference now to FIGURE 4, the functional 
operation of the integrated motor and diagnostic system 

so 1 2 will be described first with particular reference to the 
functional operation of the motor and diagnostic unit 12 
and then with reference to the functional operation of 
the supervisory computer 14. 

Both the motor and diagnostic unit 12 and the 

55 supervisory computer 14 execute a respective set of 
instructions and logical operations in order to effect the 
motor diagnostic functions according to the present 
invention. Although the operation of the motor and diag- 
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nostic unit will be discussed in conjunction with the 
operation of the supervisory computer below, it is to be 
noted that according to the present invention, the motor 
and diagnostic unit 12 may be operated independent of 
the supervisory computer 1 4 such as when the commu- 5 
nication link 20 is disconnected or during other condi- 
tions where the supervisory computer 14 is not 
necessary. Further, the supervisory computer is 
adapted to interface a plurality of motor and diagnostic 
units with one or more central paging systems. In addi- 
tion, a plurality of diagnostic units may be connected to 
a plurality of supervisory computers which are in turn 
connected to a plurality of central paging systems. For 
convenience, the singular case/toplogy will be used to 
explain the invention. 

The motor and diagnostic unit 12 executes a set of 
logical operations which may generally be grouped into 
a first task 200 and a second task 202. The first task 200 
comprises those operations which sample data and 
determine the health of the electric motor 30. The sec- 
ond task 202 comprises those operations which display 
the collected and computed data and in addition, those 
tasks which process keypad input and output informa- 
tion. An operating system task (not shown) in the motor 
and diagnostic unit 12 operates generally to call the first 
task 200 and then, upon a return from task one, the 
operating system calls task two 202. Thus, the operat- 
ing system in the motor and diagnostic unit 12 calls the 
tasks 200, 202 in an alternating fashion. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 4, the supervi- 
sory computer 14 includes an operating system as well 
(not shown) which includes the basic functions neces- 
sary to operate the supervisory computer 1 4 including a 
display unit, a keyboard, disk drives and a modem. Pref- 
erably, the supervisory computer is PC based and 
therefore the operating system is preferably one of the 
commercially available systems such as DOS, Win- 
dows, or Windows 95. The operating system within the 
supervisory computer 14 periodically calls task three 
204 which generally comprises those operations which 40 
compute various parameter values and display motor 
data on the supervisory computer in a graphical form. A 
fourth task 206 in the supervisory computer 14 is selec- 
tively launched by the third task 204 in the supervisory 
computer 14 when it becomes necessary to page a 45 
human operator such as a maintenance engineer with 
textual information or to send other data indicative of a 
faulty motor or for other reasons which may require the 
attention of the human operator. Thus, the fourth task 
206 includes the programming necessary to interface 50 
the supervisory computer 14 with the central paging 
system 16 via a modem or the like in the supervisory 
computer 14. 

With reference now to FIGURE 5. the first task 200 
executed in the motor and diagnostic unit 12 will be 55 
described in detail. Initially, as a first step 210 during the 
execution of the first task 200, each of the plurality of 
sensors is polled for their values by the processor unit 



56 and the AID converter 78. In step 210, all of the ther- 
mocouple sensors are polled as well as the air gap flux 
sensor and the voltage and current sensors. 

Next, in step 212, a flag (not shown) in the data 
memory 58 is inspected to determine whether multiple 
samples of raw data are required to be polled. In the 
event that multiple samples of raw data are required as 
determined by the flag in the memory, a plurality of raw 
samples are polled by the processor unit and A/D con- 
verter in step 214. A second flag in the data memory 58 
is inspected to determine whether 256 or 512 samples 
are taken. In either case, the multiple raw sample data 
is polled at 1 KHZ into the data memory 58. 

In the event that multiple samples of raw data are 
not required, the first task 200 immediately transfers 
control to step 216 whereat the plurality of sensor value 
data obtained at step 212 is first filtered through the RC 
filters 94, 96, 98 or through software means and then 
manipulated in order to calculate root mean squared 
RMS values for motor vibration, motor voltage, motor 
current and flux parameter values. In step 21 6, the RMS 
values are for the various motor parameters including 
vibration, voltage, current and flux values are deter- 
mined according to well known techniques. The RMS 
values for each of the parameters are stored in the data 
memory 58 of the motor and diagnostic unit 12. 

Having obtained and stored the various RMS 
parameter values, respective sets of previously stored 
threshold values for those parameters are inspected at 
step 218 in order to determine a comparison between 
the previously stored threshold values and the calcu- 
lated values. The previously stored threshold values 
include ranges for motor fault conditions, a range for a 
motor caution condition, and a range for a normal oper- 
ating condition. Each of the vibration, voltage, current 
and flux parameters are assigned a range of fault, cau- 
tion, and normal operation threshold values in the data 
memory 58 such as through the keypad and display 
device 42 in a manner described below. 

tn step 220, the calculated RMS values for vibra- 
tion, voltage, current and flux parameters are compared 
against the previously stored fault threshold values for 
same. If any of the calculated RMS parameters exceed 
their respective fauft threshold values, a message text is 
retrieved in step 222 from the data memory 58 and in 
turn displayed on the input and display device 42. As an 
added precaution and in order to announce the fault 
condition in a more apparent manner, the fault indicia 
LED 44 is illuminated in step 224. If only a single param- 
eter indicates a motor fauft, the task may selectively 
monitor only that particular faulty parameter ignoring 
the other raw data sensor inputs. A benefit is that a 
greater level of resolution is obtainable. 

In step 226. the calculated RMS values for vibra- 
tion, voltage, current and flux parameters are compared 
against previously stored caution threshold values. If 
any of the calculated RMS values for vibration, voltage, 
current or flux exceed the previously determined cau- 
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tion threshold values, a textual message is retrieved 
from the data memory 58 and the retrieved message as 
well as the calculated RMS value exceeding the caution 
is displayed on the input and display device 42. As with 
the fault condition, in order to more emphatically 5 
emphasize the caution condition, the caution indicia 
LED 46 is illuminated in step 230. 

In the event that each of the calculated RMS values 
for vibration, voltage, current and flux parameters do not 
exceed either the fault threshold range or the caution 10 
threshold range, each of the fault and caution indicia 
LEDs 44, 46 are cleared in step 232. In that event, the 
normal operation indicia LED 48 is illuminated. Further, 
in the event that no faults or caution conditions are 
found to exist, a motor running message is displayed on is 
the input and display device 42 at step 234. 

The first task 200 determines at step 236 whether 
the supervisory computer 14 is connected to the motor 
and diagnostic unit 12 via the communication link 20 at 
step 236. If it is determined that the supervisory compu- 20 
ter is connected to the motor and diagnostic unit and 
further that the supervisory computer is requesting one 
or more sensor parameter values at step 236, the motor 
and diagnostic unit 12 transmits the requested sensor 
value data to the supervisory computer at step 238. In 25 
that event, the motor and diagnostic unit transmits the 
calculated RMS values for vibration, voltage, current 
and flux parameters as well as the status of the fault, 
caution, and normal operation indicia LEDs. 

In step 240, the first task 200 determines whether 30 
the supervisory computer 14 has lodged a request for 
the raw data collected at step 21 2. If such a request has 
been lodged, it is determined in step 242 whether 256 
samples are requested. If the smaller sample collection 
is requested, it is transmitted to the supervisory compu- 35 
ter at step 244. However, in the event that the larger 
data set is requested, the raw sample data is transmit- 
ted from the data memory 58 of the motor and diagnos- 
tic unit to the supervisory computer at step 246. 

As indicated above, the operating system within the 40 
motor and diagnostic unit alternately calls the first task 
200 and the second task 202. After completing execu- 
tion of the first task 200 in the manner described above, 
the second task 202 shown in FIGURE 6 is then exe- 
cuted by the motor and diagnostic unit. In the second 45 
task 202, the motor and diagnostic unit determines in 
step 250 whether the status of the keypad input on the 
input and display device has changed since the previ- 
ous execution of the second task. In the event that the 
status has changed, it is determined in step 252 so 
whether any of the fault or caution threshold values 
stored in the data memory 58 are to be changed. If not, 
the requested data is displayed on the input and display 
device 42 at step 254. However, rf one or more threshold 
values are to be changed, the new value is read at step 55 
256 and entered into the data memory 58 at step 258. 
In the above manner, operator requested data is dis- 
played on the input and display device 42 and, further, 
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new threshold parameter data is entered into the data 
memory 58 of the motor and diagnostic unit 12 through 
the input and display device 42. 

With reference now to FIGURE 7, the third task 204 
will be described in detail. Initially, in the event that the 
supervisory computer has a need for parameter value 
data, a request code is transmitted to the motor and 
diagnostic unit at step 300 requesting one or more data 
types or sets of parameter data from the data memory 
58. After transmitting the request code, the supervisory 
computer 14 reads the data from the motor and diag- 
nostic unit transmitted via the communication link 20. 
Typically, the data includes motor parameter data and 
text messages as well as the status of the fault, caution 
and normal operation indicia LEDs. FIGURE 8 illus- 
trates the preferred data types and further, illustrates 
the preferred data characteristics communicated 
between the motor and diagnostic unit 12 and the 
supervisory computer 14. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 7, step 304 of 
the third task 204 determines whether a failure or fault 
condition exists by inspecting the status of the transmit- 
ted fault indicia information (red LED item or yellow LED 
item in FIGURE 8). If a fault condition is determined to 
be present in step 306, the supervisory computer 14 
retrieves a recommendation message in step 308 from 
a memory location (not shown). The retrieved recom- 
mendation message is displayed on a screen con- 
nected to the supervisory computer. After displaying the 
recommendation message on the screen, it is next 
determined in step 310 whether a remote text paging is 
requested as determined by a flag (not shown) previ- 
ously stored in the supervisory computer. If it is deter- 
mined in step 312 that the page request has not already 
been acted on for the particular fault, a pager message 
is constructed in step 314 primarily from the text 
received from the motor and diagnostic unit. Next, in 
step 316, the pager message is transmitted through the 
operating system of the supervisory computer and by 
launching the fourth task 206 to transmit the page 
request to the central paging system 16 via the com- 
mercial communication link 22. Preferably, the paging 
request is executed by the fourth task 206 as a back- 
ground process. In addition, the fourth task executing in 
the background preferably includes intelligence to 
selectively transmit the fault message to the appropriate 
personnel. In that regard, serious fault messages may 
be transmitted to a supervisory maintenance operator. 
On the other hand, mere cautionary messages may be 
transmitted to machine operators or other personnel for 
the exercise of the appropriate corrective action. Lastly, 
in step 318, the supervisory computer displays the mes- 
sage intended to be transmitted to the remote operator 
pager 18 on a screen of the supervisory computer. 

In step 306 if it is determined that a fault is not 
present based upon the data transmitted from the motor 
and diagnostic unit, the supervisory computer com- 
putes at step 320, a phase imbalance vector including 
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phase magnitude and direction, in order to display a 
polar plot of the phase voltage and current on a display 
screen of the supervisory computer. If it is determined in 
step 322 that multiple current samples were not 
requested from the motor and diagnostic unit, graphical 5 
representations of the fault, caution and normal opera- 
tion indicia LEDs are illuminated on a display screen of 
the supervisory computer in step 324. Further, in step 
326, a textual message as well as the raw parameter 
data values are displayed on a display screen of the 10 
supervisory computer. Lastly, a plot of the temperature, 
current, and/or voltage values are displayed on the dis- 
play unit of the supervisory computer in step 328. 

If, in step 322, it is determined that multiple current 
samples were requested, additional data is requested is 
from the motor and diagnostic unit in 1 28 byte segments 
in step 330. A fast fourier transform FFT is next calcu- 
lated in step 332. In addition, a complete chaos return 
map is computed in step 334 using the requested data 
in 128 byte segments. Lastly, in step 336, one or more 20 
of the current waive form, fast fourier transform, and 
chaos map is displayed on a display unit of the supervi- 
sory computer 14. FIGURE 9 illustrates the present 
invention in an application extending the diagnosis to 
include condition-based maintenance of machinery 25 
which is system-wide in scope and includes effective 
condition monitoring and analysis. An electric motor 30' 
receives power from a power system 29 through a set of 
power lead wires 36*. The motor 30' is connected to a 
load 34' which may be any piece of driven equipment. 30 
The article of driven equipment or load 34* is in turn con- 
nected to other pieces of equipment in a plant and/or 
process 35. A plurality of motor sensors 81 are con- 
nected to the motor 30' in a manner described above 
with respect to the temperatue sensors, the vibration 35 
sensor and the current and voltage sensors. In addition, 
a plurality of load sensors 83 are connected to the arti- 
cle of driven equipment or load 34'. The plurality of 
motor sensors 81 and the plurality of load sensors 83 
are each in turn connected to a diagnostics and prog- 40 
nostics apparatus 13. The diagnostics and prognostics 
apparatus 13 is in turn connected to a higher level main- 
tenance planning or integrated control system 15. 

The diagnostics and prognostics apparatus 13 uti- 
lized various analytic techniques such as those which 45 
generally fall under the category of current signature 
analysis which has been shown to detect certain 
mechanical problems such as bearing failure, rotor 
problems and electrical insulation breakdown. Powerful 
filtering and other signal processing and classification so 
algorithms are used by the diagnostic and prognostic 
apparatus 13 to relate sample sensor information to a 
plant model for root cause analysis and lifetime predic- 
tion. Both qualitative and quantitative motor, driven 
equipment, and system models are utilized. 55 

The prognostication performed in the apparatus 13 
of the future state of the system is in terms of both phys- 
ical condition such as stator insulation and estimate of 



degradation rates and operation impact as a function of 
degradation. This prognostication no only protects 
equipment and insures operational readiness, it also 
allows integrated motor control centers to adjust system 
usage for optimum machinery system performance or to 
achieve targeted machinery life. The prognostication of 
system degradation executed in the unit 13 allows main- 
tenance planning to proceed in a efficient manner to 
provide optimum plant system utilization. Several ana- 
lytical methods are implemented in the unit 13 to accu- 
rately perform machinery diagnostics and prognostics. 
The system illustrated in FIGURE 9 includes pattern 
recognition routines, signaJ classification algorithms, 
and models (both qualitative and quantitative) of the 
machine components and the machinery in its entirety. 
It is contemplated that all of these techniques and com- 
binations be used in the system described in detail 
above and shown in FIGS. 1-8. 

While particular embodiments of the present inven- 
tion have been shown and described, it should be clear 
that changes and modifications may be made to such 
embodiments without departing from the true scope and 
spirit of the invention. It is intended that the appended 
claims cover all such changes and modifications. 

Hence, in summary the invention provides a 
method and apparatus for real-time electric motor diag- 
nostics and condition monitoring. While the motor is 
energized, dynamic operating parameters are deter- 
mined and a notification signal is generated if predeter- 
mined criterion are satisfied. The diagnostic apparatus 
is integrated with the motor and includes a set of sen- 
sors, a processing unit, a memory and an output inter- 
face for communicating alarms, warnings and 
calculated operating parameter values or the like to a 
display device and to an external supervisor having 
wireless paging capability to alert a remote operator or 
maintenance personnel. In a normal operating mode, 
the processing unit calculates a general class of derived 
motor operating parameters such as over-temperature, 
over-voltage, over-current, excessive vibration, and 
phase imbalance. 

When an abnormal condition is observed, the 
processing unit modifies certain data acquisition param- 
eters as necessary to effect an alternative data acquisi- 
tion strategy which would more likely lead to data 
dispositive of the condition of the motor. 

Claims 

1. A diagnostic apparatus for use with an electric 
motor of the type having a rotor, a stator, at least 
one bearing supporting the rotor, and a plurality of 
motor lead wires carrying electric current to the 
motor, the diagnostic apparatus comprising: 

at least one sensor on the motor for measuring 
a first physical condition of the motor and gen- 
erating a first physical condition signal based 
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on said measured first physical condition; 
a processing unit connected to said at least 
one sensor for determining a first operating 
condition of the motor based on said first phys- 
ical condition signal and generating an abnor- 5 
mal motor operation signal when said 
determined first operating condition is in a pre- 
determined range; and, 
a signal communicating unit responsive to the 
abnormal motor operation signal for communi- io 
eating a motor diagnostic signal from the diag- 
nostic apparatus. 

2. In combination, the diagnostic apparatus according 

to claim 1, and an electric motor, the diagnostic is 
apparatus being integrated into the electric motor. 

3. The combination according to claim 2 wherein: 

said diagnostic apparatus further comprises a 20 
plurality of sensors on the motor for measuring 
a plurality of first physical conditions of the 
motor and generating a plurality of first physical 
condition signals based on said plurality of 
measured first physical conditions; and, 25 
said processing unit is connected to said plural- 
ity of sensors for determining said first operat- 
ing condition of the motor based on first 
preselected ones of said plurality of first physi- 
cal condition signals. 30 

4. The combination according to claim 3 wherein said 
processing unit includes means for determining a 
plurality of first operating conditions of the motor 
based on second preselected ones of said plurality 35 
of first physical condition signals and generating 
said abnormal motor operation signal when at least 
one of said determined plurality of first operating 
conditions is in a predetermined range. 

40 

5. The combination according to claim 4 wherein said 
plurality of sensors include a set of sensors 
selected from the group consisting of a vibration 
sensor, a thermocouple sensor, an electric current 
sensor, an electric voltage sensor and a magnetic as 
flux sensor. 

6. In combination, the diagnostic apparatus according 
to claim 1 and: 

50 

an electric motor having a rotor, a stator, at 
least one bearing supporting the rotor, and a 
plurality of motor lead wires carrying electric 
current to the motor; and 

a supervisory computer device operatively con- 55 
nected to the signal communicating unit for 
receiving said motor diagnostic signal from the 
diagnostic apparatus and selectively generat- 



ing a diagnostic message based on said motor 
diagnostic signal. 

7. The combination according to claim 6 wherein said 
supervisory computer device is adapted to commu- 
nicate said diagnostic message to an operatively 
associated commercial pager system for transmis- 
sion to a remote alphanumeric pager device. 

8. The diagnostic apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the processing unit includes a memory and 
means for comparing sid determined first operating 
condition of the motor with a first operating condi- 
tion parameter stored in said memory. 

9. The diagnostic apparatus according to claim 8 
wherein the signal communicating unit includes an 
operator interface having an input unit for receiving 
said first operating condition parameter into the 
apparatus and an output unit for displaying said 
motor diagnostic signal. 

10. The diagnostic apparatus according to claim 9 
wherein: 

the input unit of said operator interface includes 
means for receiving said first operating condi- 
tion parameter into the diagnostic apparatus 
from an operatively associated supervisory 
controller; and, 

the output unit of said operator interface 
includes means for transmitting said motor 
diagnostic signal from the diagnostic apparatus 
to said operatively associated supervisory con- 
troller. 

11. The diagnostic apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein said processing unit includes means for 
generating a first abnormal motor operation signal 
when said determined first operating condition is in 
a first predetermined range and for generating a 
second abnormal motor operation signal when said 
determined first operating condition is in a second 
predetermined range. 

12. The diagnostic apparatus according to claim 11 
wherein: 

said diagnostic apparatus further comprises a 
plurality of sensors on the motor for measuring 
a plurality of first physical conditions of the 
motor and generating a plurality of first physical 
condition signals based on said plurality of 
measured first physical conditions; and. 
said processing unit includes means for 
dynamically adjusting a sampling rate of selec- 
tive ones of said plurality of sensors based on a 
condition that said first operating condition is in 
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a one of said first predetermined range and 
said second predetermined range. 
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